
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATES10274 October 4, 2001
the movement of Federal prisoners.
They understand secure areas and dan-
ger points. However the Attorney Gen-
eral wants to do it matters not to me.
It is that we have a bright line of au-
thority and accountability and respon-
sibility.

Mr. REID. Will my friend yield for a
question?

Mr. BURNS. Certainly.
Mr. REID. I say to my friend from

Montana, I was speaking earlier today
to the chairman of the committee,
Senator HOLLINGS. He, too, thought
that perhaps there should be some
other entity other than the Depart-
ment of Transportation that would su-
pervise and control this. He suggested,
for example,—I know there is a dispute
as to whether or not they should be
federalized, but he suggested maybe
the Department of Defense. I say to my
friend, in the form of a question, I
think the Senator’s suggestion is
worth consideration. I think it is not a
bad idea.

Maybe the Department of Justice,
which has wide law enforcement re-
sponsibilities already, could do this.
But the question I ask my friend—my
friend from Texas, the junior Senator
from Texas, who was here in the Cham-
ber saying we should get to the bill and
get some of this stuff decided, I agree
with her; we should get on the bill. But
I say to my friend from Montana, the
minority is holding up the bill. I think
the issue the Senator is talking about
as to who should supervise, whether it
should be federalized or not—we should
get to the floor and offer amendments.

I think the Senator’s idea is good. I
will not do this now because it is inap-
propriate, but if I offered a unanimous
consent agreement now that we would
go to the bill immediately, would the
Senator allow me to do that?

Mr. BURNS. How loaded was that? I
think there are still disagreements
among leadership. I could not do that
personally. If it were in my power—
which it is not—I am a soldier around
here and everybody in the world is
smarter than I am—I am ready to go to
the bill. I would offer my amendment
and we would vote on it, and we would
win or lose and we would go on down
the trail.

Mr. REID. I am not going to offer a
unanimous consent at this time be-
cause, as the Senator has indicated,
leadership on his side perhaps doesn’t
agree. I hope the Senator, with the per-
suasive nature that he has in his down-
home, homespun, very persistent and
persuasive way, would be able to talk
to his side and let us get to this bill.
There are some things that I would
like to offer as an amendment on the
bill. The Senator from Montana agrees,
and I agree, that airport security is
something we should fasten onto
quickly. We should get to the bill. If
there is something somebody doesn’t
like in the way of an amendment—and
people are not complaining about the
underlying bill, but if there is an
amendment someone doesn’t like, vote
it up or down.

I hope today we can get to the bill. I
appreciate the courtesy of my friend
from Montana for yielding.

Mr. BURNS. I thank my friend from
Nevada.

Mr. REID. The only thing I will say,
the Senator mentioned he is one of the
soldiers. If I were going to war, I would
not mind having the Senator from
Montana with me.

Mr. BURNS. I thank the Senator for
that. I feel the same way about him. I
want to reiterate that I think we can
complete this bill today. I don’t know
whether or not we are in session to-
morrow, but I think we can get it done.
I am not sure if we have an agreement
with the folks on the House side. That
is another important piece of this puz-
zle that we have to solve in the next 2
or 3 days in order to move this legisla-
tion to the President’s desk.

I am sure the President wants a piece
of legislation that he can sign, which
gives him the direction and also allows
him the flexibility to provide the safe-
ty and security for the American peo-
ple. He is basically the ultimate direc-
tor of how this will work. What I am
saying is that I think the American
people are watching this very closely.

Yesterday, we had a hearing on bor-
der security. Nobody is more in tune
than I am as far as border security.
The Senator from Nevada understands
the Western States and how big they
are. We have just a little under 4,000
miles of border with our friends in Can-
ada, with cultures that are similar, and
no language barrier; and 25 percent of
that border is my State of Montana.
We have farmers who farm both in
Montana and in Canada. So for the
movement of livestock, and for farm
machinery, and farm chemicals, and
everything it takes to make a farm or
ranch go, it is important that we have
not only secure borders but also bor-
ders that are flexible enough to allow
movement of commerce and to get the
job done for those people who live on
the border. There are ranches that lay
on both sides, part in Canada and part
in the United States. No, we don’t have
a lot of ports and the gates are rusted
open. Nine times out of 10 they set out
a red cone and it says: The gate is
closed. You can go 100 yards on either
side of the gate of entry and go in un-
noticed, undetected. So we understand
that, too.

To conclude my statement, Mr.
President, even though there is a sense
of urgency for the passage of airport
security, I think there is also a feeling
in the United States—even though we
are working in this highly charged en-
vironment because of the events of
September 11—that we do it right. I
think we can do it right. We also can
be accountable to the American people
for whom we are doing this legislation.
It is for their benefit, their movement,
and for the safety of this country. I ap-
preciate the attention of the Chair.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will call the roll.

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll.

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-
imous consent that the order for the
quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

f

RECESS
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan-

imous consent—and this has been
cleared with the minority—that the
Senate stand in recess until 2:30 p.m.
this day.

There being no objection, the Senate,
at 12:26 p.m., recessed until 2:29 p.m.
and reassembled when called to order
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. REID).

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. ED-
WARDS). The Senator from New York.

f

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY
Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I come

to the Chamber to discuss further the
need for transportation security that
encompasses not only our airlines but
also our rail lines and our ports. Others
with their own experiences and per-
spectives have already spoken to these
issues and I am sure will continue to do
so because as we address these critical
needs of transportation security, it is
imperative we look at all the means of
transportation our people require and
that we found to be particularly impor-
tant in responding to the events of Sep-
tember 11.

I want to focus my remarks on Am-
trak and our rail transportation sys-
tem. I think anyone who followed the
events of September 11 is well aware
that Amtrak played a critical and es-
sential role in responding to this na-
tional disaster. We know that without
Amtrak being able to respond, New
York would have been cut off. The nat-
ural flow of commerce and passengers
between Boston and Washington, the
busiest rail corridor in our country,
would have been severely undermined.
We know, too, that Amtrak did its part
to make sure people not only could
reach their destinations but, for exam-
ple, those who had planned to fly by air
when our air system was shut down,
their tickets were honored and they
were part of the continuing and in-
creasing flow of people and goods that
demonstrated that America was still
moving.

Ridership on Amtrak has been up 17
percent across the Nation and cer-
tainly in the Northeast corridor, which
was so devastated by the attack on the
Pentagon, the closure of our airports,
the attack in New York City, the con-
tinued, until thankfully today, closure
of our Washington National Airport.
We know that Amtrak’s increase here
was up by 30 percent.

How do we make sure this critical
mode of transportation is safe and se-
cure in the future? We cannot be in a
position of looking backwards. We have
to look forward and say, what do we
need to do to make sure our transpor-
tation system is redundant and safe? I
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